Evidently there is the hope in some quarters that, if not
now then some time later, it will become possible to disrupt
the compromise achieved in the Council of Foreign Ministers
on the subject of Trieste. From this one can conclude that
some people, observing that there are differences of opinion
at the Paris Conference, are planning to bid for time and
to exploit these differences for their own .selfish aims.
It is interesting how far the head of the Italian delegation
has gone in this direction. His proposal that we should
confine ourselves at this juncture to the conclusion of a
provisional peace mean's that he is even willing considerably
to prolong the foreign occupation of his country, only that
he may get a new opportunity to exploit certain differences
among the Allies and gamble on setting some Allied Powers
against others.
It is not difficult to discern that this policy has nothing
in common with Italy's national interests. On the contrary,
in the present circumstances the protraction of the occupa-
tion for a long time would place Italy in ever-growing de-
pendence on foreign states. If, nevertheless, some Italian
leaders are prepared to take this course, this is but an-
other manifestation of the tenacious habits of the old
ruling circles which should be alien to democratic Italy and
\vhich in our lime cannot have even external favourable
prospects.
The proposal for a provisional peace cannot meet with
support at this Peace Conference. We have not gathered at
this Conference in order to postpone the establishment oJ
peace in Europe. Our task is to assist the establishment of
enduring peace and to secure the successful accomplishment
of this noble task by our common effort. We need not doubt
that this understanding of the taslks of the present Conference
also corresponds to the properly interpreted interests of the
new Ital.                                                                    ' '